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Oct. 31, 1948
Bethesda

Dear Pop, 4-11p.1/1

This is a simply wonderful Indian Summer day, and the leaves
are piling up unimpeded in our garden. We have decided not tc fimght
fate, but to let them accunulate as they will until the last leaf is
off the trees in the woods next to us. We are up ag_inst too much!
The woods are working in one direction, we in the other, but they
are bigger thay we are.

My poor epelghbor's husband had a cerrebral hemorrhage last
Friday afternoon, and died early Monday morning, sc I ve been kept
busy cooking for them (the widow and daughter). He had®had a stroke
early in the summer and was very feeble, so perhaps it was better,
but it was small consgolation for her to think about that, since he
wag only fifty two. He was an historian, and loaned me several books,
including hls couplete set of the Trolloppe Barseitshire stories,
which I aqjoyed tremendcusly, since I'd never read them before and
they are "just my type". They are Unitarians, so I went to his
memorial service at the lovely Unitarian ghurech on 16th St., for
Leola the "help" was here that afternoon.

we had the pleasure of seeing Piet's brother Walt last
Tuesday. H e was down here job hunting, for he is néw & full-
fledged lawyer, and is going to marry the girl of his family's
gholce (and his too, he confessed shyly)- she is dean of women
at “4lbion College at 24, so I feel she must indeed please her
fi ture mother-in-law! Walt is six foot four ,beanpogey, and as
shy as a dear.

Mr. Shantz and Jack MacSweeney dined with us last night, and

we spent an interesting evening till one o'clock~ when the dishes

had to be faced, Jack is on the Russian desk now, and spent the

last few years in Moseow and Vladivostok. Mr. dhantz also spent

some time in ¥oscow baek in 1934, so between the two of them we

got a pretty good picture of how things were and how they now are

over there in the Worker's Paradise. Eoth said they went there

open-minded as all get out, and had their ninds made up within

a week. Mr. Shantz said that he found a good symbol of what he

thought of the whole show when he pald a week's visit to Moscow

while he was statlicned in Helsinki: things were changed and improved

¢ omsidera since 1934~ wide streets, beautiful new apartment houses.

He particularly admired a handsome new five-story apartment and store
~ buldling on the wide new Y“orky Street- t1ll he found the rruit in the

store windows were of wax, the flowers of paper, and the whole building

five stories high and twenty feet deep. Mr. “hantz is as nice and

entertaining and natural as ever he was, which is sahing something.

Please read the poem by Ogden Nash entitled "lhere's Hothéng
Like Instinect, “ortunately” in the Oct. 23 New Yorker, because it
reminds me so vividly of own youthful certianties I'm sure you'll
be amused also. All well %gt busy on the home front, and it's now welll
past time tc rush out for our Saturday shopping.

Love,
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